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SUB J : MAY 26 RECIFE PRESS COVERAGE OF CAPUANO-ROSEBAUGH CASE. 

REF: RECIFE 0072, BRASILIA 4236 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . THE ARREST OF THE TWO CLERGYMEN WAS FEATURED ITEM ON PAGES ONE 
AND TWO OF THE DIARIO DE PERNAMBUCO WHILE A SHORT NEWS ITEM APPEARED 
ON THE INSIDE OF THE JORNAL DO COMMERCIO. THE ARTICLES CONTAINED 
STATEMENTS BY THE GOVERNOR, THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC SECURITY.AND 
THE MDB LEADERS IN THE STATE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. THE OPPOSITION 
DEPUTIES CRITICIZE POLICE BRUTALITY IN THE STATE AND CALL FOR THE 
CREATION OF A LEGISLATIVE INVESTIGATORY COMMITTEE. 

2. THE DIARIO DE PERNAMBUCO ARTICLE: 

A. REPORTED PERNAMBUCO ARENA PARTY LEADERS AS STATING SOME PEOPLE 
ARE SEEKING TO EXPLOIT THE CASE POLITICALLY BECAUSE OF THE VISIT OF 
MRS. CARTER, WHEREAS THE CASE IS BEING RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
BY MEANS OF A POLICE INQUIRY. 

B. REPORTED THAT ACCORDING TO EMBASSY SPOKESMAN JOHN DE WITT 
THE EMBASSY HAS SENT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE THE STATEMENTS OF 
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BOTH CLERGYMEN AND THE SECRETARY OF PUBLIC SECURITY. THE EMBASSY 
IS SAID TO HAVE REFUSED TO COMMENT ON POSSIBLE EFFECTS ON MRS. 

CARTER'S VISIT. 

C. REPORTED THE GOVERNOR'S STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS ON MAY 25 

IN WHICH HE SAID THAT THE CASE WOULD BE THOR OUGHT .7, INVESTIGATED 
AND THAT ' THE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES THAT THE CASE MAY HAVE 
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DO NOT WORRY ME BECAUSE I AM MORE CONCERNED WITH THE GOVERNMENTS'S 
POSITION OF CLARIFYING WHAT HAPPENED". REGARDING CONDITIONS AT THE 
PRISON WHERE THE CLERGYMEN WERE HELD. HE SAID THAT THEY ARE A SERIOUS 
PROBLEM "BUT THAT THEY CANNOT BE CHANGED OVERNIGHT. CERTAINLY 
CONDITIONS THERE ARE NOT IDEAL. BUT IT ALSO MUST BE BORN IN MIND 
THAT PEOPLE HELD THERE ARE FROM THE LOWEST LEVELS OF SOCIETY. THE 
IDEAL WOULD BE TO HAVE NEITHER THIEVES NOR PRISONS. BUT THAT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE. HAROLDO COLLARES DA CUNHA BARRETO HAS BEEN NAMED 
TO HEAD THE INQUIRY". 

D. REPORTED THE SECRETARY OF PUBLIC SECURITY'S WRITTEAN STATEMENT TO 
THE PRESS AS FOLLOWS: "WITH REFERENCE TO THE RECENT EVENTS INVOLVING 
CIVILIAN POLICE AGENTS OF THE STATE WALDOMIRO DE OLIVEIRA AND 
ALUISIO SEVERO GOMES AND AMERICAN CITIZENS LOURENCE ROSEBAUGH 
AND THOMAS CAPUANO I OFFER THE FOLLOWING CLARIFICATIONS: 

1. ) TTEZ WERE FOUND IN THE COQUE AREA A NOTORIOUS AREA 
FREQUENTED BY MARGINALS. 

2. ) WHEN THEY WERE IDENTIFIED AS AMERICANS THEY WERE SET FREE. 

35.) AS SOON AS HE WAS INFORMED OF THE CASE THE GOVERNOR 

ORDERED THE ARREST ON THE TWO AGENTS AND OPENED AN ADMINISTRATIVE 
INQUIRY THAT WILL PROVIDE INFORMATION THAT WILL ENABLE THE GOVERNOR 
TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION. 

E. PERNAMBUCO MDB FEDERAL DEPUTY JARBAS VASCONCELOS IS REPORTED 
FROM BRASILIA AS HAVING CALLED FOR AN INVESTIGATION BY THE MINISTRY 
OF JUSTICE TO OPEN AN INQUIRY TO REMOVE ALL POLICE INVOLVED IN THE 
CASE. 

F. PERNAMBUCO MDB STATE DEPUTY MARCUS CUNHA CALLED FOR THE CREATION 
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OF A PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION TO INVEETIGATE POLICE VIOLENCE. 

HE ACCUSED JOAO ACCIOLY THE DELEGADO OF ROUBOS E FURTOS OF BEING A 
PSYCHOPATH, A TORTURER, AND MENTALLY UNBALALNCED. HIS ACCUSATIONS 
WERE SUPPORTED BY MDB DEPUTIES ROBERTO FREIRE, MANOEL GILBERTO AND 
EDGAR MOURY FERNANDES. CUNHA SAID THAT THE REIGN OF POLICE TERROR 
WAS INTRODUCED IN PERNAMBUCO TWENTY DAYS AFTER THE CURRENT GOVERNOR 
TOOK OFFICE. HE CRITICIZED THE PROMOTION AND DECORATION OF STATE 
MILITARY POLICE CAPTAIN JOSE FERREIRA DOS ANJOS, ACCUSED BY ARENA 
DEPUTY ANTONIO BENJAMIN OF BRUTALITY IN THE SERTAO CITIES OF 
BETANIA AND SERRA TALHADA. 

HOFFENBERG 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, ARRESTS, CLERGYMEN, POLICE INVESTIGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977RECIFE00076 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 90-0474 
Format: TEL 
From: RECIFE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977059/aaaaahnc.tel 

Line Count: 108 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 52701 79a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 RECIFE 72, 77 BRASILIA 4236 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2629743 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAY 26 RECIFE PRESS COVERAGE OF CAPUANO-ROSEBAUGH CASE. 

TAGS: CASC, PFOR, PORS, SOPN, BR, US, (CAPUANO, THOMAS), (ROSEBAUGH, LAWRENCE), 

To: STATE BRASILIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5270179a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



